
Emery
 
No one seems to know exactly why the town of Muddy received the name of Emery 
instead of keeping the name Muddy as it was originally called by the Postmaster General 
when Casper Christensen was first officially appointed postmaster of Muddy on 
December 1, 1883. Perhaps  it was in honor of Governor George B. Emery who became 
the territory’s Chief Executive in 1875 and for whom the state officials christened the 
county in 1880. 
 
Mail was carried on horseback to the post office which was located in the home of Casper 
and Hannah Christensen.  Casper played a prominent role in Emery affairs during the 
settlement era. Prior to his appointment of  postmaster, Casper was appointed Presiding 
Elder of the Muddy Branch of the L.D.S. Church.  On September 3, 1883 at a Stake 
Conference held in Castle Dale the Muddy Branch was discontinued and the Emery Ward 
was created, with Casper being set apart as the Bishop of the new ward. 
 
A canal to carry water onto the flats south and west of the Muddy was needed and in the 
spring of 1886 a company was incorporated, with 58 men who subscribed for stock in the 
new Emery Canal Company.  Instead of following the survey of the canal which was all 
the way around a long hill, a tunnel was built through the hill at its base which would 
shorten the canal several miles and also cover much more land.  This was a very big 
undertaking for a small company of poor men.  The tunnel was twelve hundred feet long 
and all of it through solid rock.  Quite frequently rocks would fall from the roof of the 
tunnel and shut off the water.  The tunnel was plagued with rock falls and mud which 
cost the stockholders much money and work to keep it clear, but eventually it formed a 
natural arch and was very useful.     The tunnel was completed in 1888 and the water 
turned through onto the townsite.   
 
The present townsite of Emery was surveyed in 1887 and filed with the probate judge.  
Almost immediately the settlers from Muddy and  Quitchupah began filing on land and 
preparing to build homes.  However, the name of Muddy seemed a little hard to wash off 
and the town continued to go by Muddy until around 1888.  Many homes were built in 
the following years, settlers coming from all over Utah, especially from Sanpete and Utah 
Counties.  
 
Realizing the need for education for their children, the townspeople almost immediately 
erected a combination school and church house.  This was one long room, 20 x 30 feet, 
made of logs with a dirt floor.  The building served for school on weekdays, church on 
Sundays, and for dances and special town meetings at night until a larger building was 
erected.  Hannah Christensen was the school’s first teacher.  She was 16 years old and 
had about 20 students, some older than she was.  Her salary was three dollars a week. 
 



 
 
Emery-School children 1910 
 

 
 
New Emery School House - 1904 to 1965 
 
A molasses mill was brought to Emery in the fall of 1885, and as there had been some 
sugar cane produced that season, it was made into molasses.  But that industry didn’t last 
long as the season was too short for sugar cane. 
 
The first horse-powered threshing machine was brought to Emery by Heber Pettey in 
1889.  However, one thresher proved to be inadequate and a larger grain crop the 
following year prompted several farmers to purchase an additional threshing machine.  
The production of grain and alfalfa seed increased each year until Emery was producing 
more than any other town in Emery County and the two threshing machines were kept 
very busy. 
 



 
 
New horse-powered threshing machine – 1889 
 
In the spring of 1893, a sawmill was moved to Emery and set up in the pines west of 
town.  This was a great asset to the town and aided tremendously in the construction of 
homes, barns, sheds and fences.  Previously lumber had to be hauled from Sanpete 
county and from Joe’s Valley.  In the fall of 1893 a grist mill was moved to the mouth of 
the Muddy River canyon and furnished Emery with flour and chopped grain, which was 
also very welcome. 
 
In 1898 construction was begun on a new church building.  This  structure was a 
magnificent building, 36 x 66 feet, with an ornamented tower on the east end which held 
a large bell that could be heard for miles around, telling people it was time for church and 
all other gatherings, or letting them know when a fire was burning out of control, which 
was often the case. 
 
The auditorium had a seating capacity of five hundred.  There was a good sized, elevated 
stage on the west end of the chapel with plenty of room on each side to use for changing 
costumes during theatrical performances.  There was also a small room on the west of the 
stage used for various purposes.  This room had one window on the north and a door on 
the south with a narrow stairway down to the ground. 
 
This building was of lumber and several thicknesses of adobe.  The ceilings were very 
high, adding spaciousness to the interior.  The roof was of cedar shingles painted brown, 
as was the trim.  The outside was covered with ship lap lumber siding and painted a 
cream color.  It was begun in 1898 and dedicated on July 27, 1902, by Apostle Rudgar 
Clawson.  The total cost was $8,000.00. 



 
The church house in 1902 had a huge cast iron pot-bellied stove in the center of the 
building which furnished adequate heat.  It was also used for keeping chocolate hot for 
banquets and parties.  About 1919 or 1920 a heating plant, to replace the old pot-bellied 
stove, was put in the church house under the floor.  This worked very well and lasted well 
over sixty years. 
 

 
 
Emery L.D.S. Church House, dedicated July 27, 1902 
 

    Another view of the Emery L.D.S. Church 



Stock raising continued to grow in importance to the economic life of the community and 
when the National Forest was created in 1903, the citizens were glad to venture into the 
stock raising business under a system where the range was under government control. 
 
The first store in Emery was built about 1910.  Kerosene lamps furnished light until 1910 
when gas lights were put in.  Elmer Olsen obtained a franchise for lighting with 
electricity when he installed a gasoline powered generator at his garage about 1919.  
Regular electricity was installed in 1929 by Utah Power and Light. 
 

 
 
First store in Emery - built about 1910 
 
There has been some coal mining in the vicinity of Emery almost from the time the first 
settlers came, and the splendid quality of the coal mined here has created work for many 
families.  The bee and honey industry was at its peak in the 1920s and 1930s and at one 
time won first prize at the World’s Fair in Chicago. 
 
Emery County is a virtual museum of prehistoric rock art.  Not far from the town of 
Emery is the Rochester Panel, which is a very fine example of petroglyphs (etched into 
the rock) and thought to be from the Fremont Indian culture.  The San Rafael style of 
Fremont rock art is a distinctive style and tends to have crowded panels with numerous 
small figures.  The Fremont rock art panels typically incorporate human-like figures, 
sometimes wearing what appears to be ceremonial costume, and animal-like figures 
which most commonly appear to be representations of sheep and snakes.  They also 
depict abstract figures, including circles, rainbow arcs and wavy lines. 
 



 
 
The Rochester Panel is a rock art petroglyph situated on a small peninsula of land high 
above Rochester Creek and the floor of an adjoining canyon.  This area is reached by 
traveling on Highway U-10.  Approximately three miles north of Emery you will 
encounter the second exit to a farming area called Moore.  Turn east at the exit and travel 
1/4 mile east.  To the right a gravel road ascends a hill heading south.  Follow the road 
keeping to the left.  Traveling along an existing fence you will pass a communication 
station.  The road ends on a small mesa above the panel.  A well-traveled path under the 
left side of the mesa will lead to the site.  (Hint - Stay high on the trail or you could end 
up on the canyon floor well below your goal.) 
 

Castle Valley Pioneers 
by 

Beula M. Sorensen Worthen 
 

Over the mountain, to Castle Valley, led by faith alone 
Came these pioneer people, their dreams and hopes before them. 

Seeking a peace, of which they had known too little 
In this quiet valley, guarded by tall sentinels of stone. 

 
The valley floor was a carpet of rabbit brush and sage. 

The tall cottonwoods bent in the breeze beside the river. 
Whispering to the tired people, “Come, stay in this quiet place,” 

And their hearts lifted with a sense of being home. 
 

Hard work was their heritage, the foundation of their faith, 
Their homes were dugouts, wagons, tents, filled with hope, 



And prayers - humble prayers lifted hourly to their God 
And answered each time in the same humble way. 

 
Their first endeavor must be a tunnel, blasted through rock 
To bring the water flowing across the thirsty waiting land. 
The tunnel became a miracle, created by the life’s blood 

Of each man, and the heart’s tears of each woman. 
 

Finally their ranks became depleted by hardship and heartbreak, 
Some called by death and others lured by shinier promises. 
Only the hardiest were left, winnowed as wheat from straw 

To build their homes and draw strength from the valley. 
 

Now we see fruitful farms, shining in the sun 
Fed by water that cost so much in trial and tears, 

We travel smooth highways that once were their rocky trails 
And we realize that we are the harvest of their dreams. 

 
Emery Canal Project:  All the men, women and children who braved the wilds of the 
unknown with such high hopes, courage and dreams, brought to reality an almost 
impossible dream of twelve hundred feet of tunnel through a rock hill with miles of canal, 
all manual labor.  They had no expensive machinery, just horse power and man power, 
foresight, and faith in God and in themselves. 
 

 
 
 
 



Emery:   Manti National Forest Reserve Rangers 
l to r: Glen Southwick, Dave Williams, Seth Ollerton, Merrill Anderson, Edward Cox, 
Wells Thursby, and J. W. Humphrey, Supervisor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


